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Overview: This course is designed to provide students with key concepts in cross-cultural communication. Since it is important for language teachers to understand how a culture is reflected in a language, emphases are on cross-cultural variation in language use. The course will give students insight into importance of development of L2 pragmatic and sociocultural competence.

Objectives: This course has three main objectives: to understand major theories of cross-cultural communication, to identify and practice methods for overcoming barriers to intercultural communication, and to apply them to the student’s own class.
 

Texts
DeCapua, A. & Wintergerst, A. C. (2004) Crossing Cultures in the Language Classroom. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press.

 

Methodology
English Only: The working language of this class is English. This means all official aspects of the course including all assignments, presentations and in-class discussion will be conducted in English only. As this is a multilingual classroom, students are expected to follow international standards on language use and sensitivity. Failure to do so will result in a lower participation grade.

 

Classroom: Various approaches will be employed in the classroom. Direct lecturing will be kept to a minimum while group work, in-class activities, presentations, and direct and indirect questioning will be stressed. 

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes. Two or more absences will result in a significantly lowered final grade. Being late twice is counted as an absence. Arriving more than half an hour late is also counted as an absence. Students themselves are responsible for all material covered and assigned in class during their absence. If you are going to be absent and know it beforehand, make sure you contact your teacher as far in advance as possible.

 

Assignments
Homework: Students will be given homework for each class. All assignments, unless you are told otherwise, must be typed and handed in during class on the day they are due. 

 

Presentations: Virtually every class from day 2 on, the students are expected to give a presentation. The presentation should take the topic for that class and try to present classroom personal experience as a language learner or a teacher relevant to the topic. 

 

Exams
Midterm: The midterm will be due in the 8th class. There will be several different options which students can choose from. 

 

Final exam: The final exam will be a continuation of the midterm. 

 

Grades: Final grades will be based on performance in the following categories.

 

Assignments    
30%

Presentations     
15%

Participation     
20% 

Midterm Project
10%

Final Project        
25%

 

 

Important Notes
-Late assignments will not be accepted for marks and missed in class work cannot be made up. If, however, you know in advance that you will be late or absent make sure you contact the teacher and maybe something can be worked out.

-The penalty for plagiarism and cheating is automatic failure. 
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CLASS 1 

Introductions to the course, to the materials, instructor, assignments, and everything else.

Homework: Read Chapter 1. Introduction to Culture. Reading Responses (Focus Questions)
 

CLASS 2
Chapter 1. Introduction to Culture. 

 Homework: Read Chapter 2. More on Culture. Reading Responses (Focus Questions)

CLASS 3
Chapter 2. More on Culture. 
CLASS 4
Chapter 2. More on Culture. 
 Homework: Read Chapter 3. Reading Responses (Focus Questions)

CLASS 5
Chapter 3. Culture Shock.

 CLASS 6 

Chapter 3. Culture Shock.

Mid-term Exam: There will be several different options which students can choose from.
 Homework: Read Chapter 4. Reading Responses (Focus Questions)

CLASS 7
 Chapter 4. Nonverbal Communication.

CLASS 8

Chapter 4. Nonverbal Communication.
 Homework: Read Chapter 5. Reading Responses (Focus Questions)

CLASS 9

Chapter 5. Societal Roles.
CLASS 10 

Chapter 5. Societal Roles. 
 Homework: Read Chapter 6. Reading Responses (Focus Questions)

CLASS 11 

Chapter 6. Pragmatics and Communication.
CLASS 12 

Chapter 6. Pragmatics and Communication.
Final Project: The final project will be a practical application to what we have done in this class. 
