"White elephant:" By this point, "white elephant" has morphed into a phrase associated with intentionally tacky gift swaps, but its original usage still gets thrown about on occasion. It originally stems from literal white elephants, which South Asian royalty oftentimes kept as vanity pets. In contemporary parlance, it broadens the definition to encompassing anything huge and expensive that requires more money than its actual value to maintain.
"Heard through the grapevine:" The wires utilized in America's first telegraph stations oftentimes swooped and draped in twisted, random patterns. Professionals and onlookers alike believed the tangled masses resembled grapevines somewhat, eventually birthing a common idiom still used today. Especially in catchy songs by Smokey Robinson and The Miracles.

