Special Topics

1. Konglish, Korean L2 learners' unique interlanguage: Its definition, categories and lexical entries
The term Konglish has been commonly used in Korea. The use of the term has been, however, limited to certain cases of false friends between Korean and English. The purpose of the present study is twofold. First, it provides a definition of the unique interlanguage of Korean learners of English, arising from their impoverished knowledge of English and influence from Korean so as to provide a wholistic concept of Konglish for future studies. In Part 1, Konglish phenomena are identified in their phonological, intercultural, conceptual, metaphorical, collocational, pragmatic, semantic, and grammatical aspects. Second, the present study provides empirical evidence for future studies deploying Konglish use in L2 production as a means of reflecting whether/how L1 knowledge is involved, in particular, as evidence of L1 activation. In order to provide the foundation for future studies, in Part 2, Korean beginners in English were recruited to perform picture-naming tasks. The results suggest that Konglish words are stored as L1 items in subjects’ L1 mental lexicon and accessed via the L1 entry in the production of English. 
2. Konglish Phenomenon: L1 Activation in L2
The study is a full-scale investigation of the presence of the activation of L1 in L2. In order to portray a more holistic picture of Korean L2 learner’s lexical processing, the present study addresses variation in relation to stimuli and tasks both written and oral type in both L2 comprehension and production. The results show the evidence of the activation of non-target language (L1) as a form of Konglish in L2 (English). The factors affecting L1 activation in L2 were proficiency, the quantity and quality of English exposure, Korean-medium learning context. If Korean learners of English are exposed to an L1-inducing learning environment in Korea, they may not be able to develop an adequate lexical network in respect of English. In addition, if their exposure to English is sparse in quantity and of poor quality, thus not providing a very promising basis for the restructuring of their explicit knowledge of English learned through Korean, the activation of non-target language (L1) may be inevitable. Therefore, the development of L2 knowledge in the learner’s mental lexicon, through the quantity and quality of target language exposure and L2-promoting learning process, should be carefully considered in English teaching in Korea. 
3. Manifestations of language mode in lower level adult learners of English in relation to type of interlocutor
The study seeks to investigate if and how Korean L2 learners' language modes vary across communication situations with two different types of interlocutors. The results show that in interviews with both Korean bilinguals and native English speakers, the subjects were found to be in the intermediate mode but in varied extents. The extent of the subjects' intermediate mode was found to vary according to the interlocutor. The total L1-driven or L1 language production in English was found to be significantly less in interviews with native English speakers than in the interviews with Korean speakers. In addition, different types of L1-driven data were found in the interviews by different types of interviewers. Among the types of L1/L1-driven data, the area "L1 semantics at a sentence level" was most prevalent in interviews with Korean bilinguals, while the more English-like forms of language (Konglish words) were mainly chosen in the conversations with native English speaking interlocutors. The factors that may contribute to the manifestation of language modes lie in differences between the two types of interlocutors such as physical appearance in terms of ethnicity and language use itself such as accent. 
4. Korean L2 learners' perception and attributions to the selection of communication strategies 
Reaching beyond the long-discussed attribution of communication strategy use in relation to limited target language competence, the current study was begun in the hope that identification of a more complete set of the factors affecting undesirable selection of CS may lead to pedagogical suggestions for classroom culture that better promotes effective CS use for Korean L2 learners. Four major attributions to the selection of CS, observed in Stimulated Recall after interviews, are the affective factor, socio-cultural factor, Korean L2 learner’s learning history in the classroom, and their experiences of communications with native speakers of English outside the classroom. The study suggests that English classes promote first, the meaning negotiation through interactions in English using paraphrasing rather than L1 insertion second, L2 learners’ active engagement favoring achievement strategies such as asking for repetition or clarification over reduction strategies such as message abandonment or feigning understanding third, an anxiety-free environment where learners can initiate the conversation, ask questions, and deliver the intended meaning without fear of being incorrect.
5. The implications for Korean educators of CBI in Korea: A tailored approach to effective EMI for local universities
English Medium Instruction(EMI) in Korea does not seem to utilize L1 in a systematic way but in the form of random code-switching at the teacher’s disposal; however, little attention has been paid to the effective L1 use in Content-based Instruction(CBI). This study explores a tailored approach to EMI for local universities in non-metropolitan cities outside Seoul, given that students’ language proficiency and motivation may be different from the universities with higher status in Seoul. The results of the study suggest that the students perceive the effective L1 use as a summary of each class, and as the elaboration of difficult concepts during the class. The case where Korean is followed by each English sentence was found to be far from being effective. The study also suggests that the L1 aid
should not minimize any opportunities students may have to rise to the challenge. In addition to the effective L1 use and the modified L2 adjusted to students, further suggestions for the class implementations of CBI are also made.

6. Pedagogical implications of teaching English collocations to Korean EFL learners
Researchers have placed greater importance on the knowledge of collocations in second/foreign language acquisition over the last two decades and the need for teaching collocations in a more explicit way in the classroom has also been acknowledged. However, little research has investigated the detailed and practical teaching methods and their effectiveness for Korean L2 learners. The study investigates an effective way of teaching collocations to Korean L2 learners in an EFL context where almost exclusive reliance on incidental learning from sufficient exposure is not anticipated. The study compares three learning methods: incidental learning, a Noticing-and-Memorization method, and a Comprehensive Approach. The results show that explicit teaching methods, the Comprehensive Approach in particular, may be more effective in long-term memory. The current study suggests the need for the Comprehensive Approach including autonomous noticing, understanding the semantically motivated meaning for conceptual mapping, searching for other possible collocates, making sentences with the target collocations, rather than resorting to the conventional Noticing-and-Memorization method.
7. Implementing Lexical Approach to Teaching English Grammar to Korean L2 Learners
Recent studies in Korea have investigated various topics concerning Lexical Approach; however, little attention has been paid to teaching grammar though Lexical Approach. The present study adopted the principles of Lexical Approach to teaching grammar to Korean L2 learners. A total of 170 college students participated in the present study, and Lexical Approach was applied to the experimental group. The positive effect of Lexical Approach on Korean L2 learners’ grammar learning was borne out by the results of the present study. It was evident in the tests where the particular pragmatic functions were used as the prime. The study suggests that since the subjects in the experimental group were taught various examples as a form of lexical chunks and practiced producing sentences for various situations that may require particular chunks, not only the grammar structures but also additional information such as pragmatic properties of the lexical chunks may be stored together in their lexicon.
8. L1 Mediation in L2 Lexical Access: Emerging Evidence from Word Association Tests
The word association test (WAT) reveals the density of the network in the L2 learner’s lexicon and the organization of the lexical information in the mental lexicon. While the studies concerning Korean L2 learners’ word association have yielded valuable insights into the Korean L2 learners’ lexical knowledge, such insights have tended towards the types of L2 learners’ word associations in comparison with those of native English speakers, rather than directly examining L1-mediated word association in the WATs. Thus, the present study has the goal of investigating the L1 mediation in L2 word association. 106 participants were involved in the study. Apart from the grouping according to L2 proficiency, the study divided the low proficiency group into three groups based on different stimulus-response types (Listen-Speak; Listen-Write; Read-Write). The results suggest that L1 mediated word association may decrease as L2 proficiency increases; L1 mediated word associations may be more salient under oral type of stimulus than written type; and that L2 exposure may help lower the extent of L1 mediation in WATs.
9. Idiom processing: What primes idioms?
Since the idiom principle (Sinclair 1987), idioms have been studied through various approaches. However, little research has been carried out to directly address the activation and access of idioms in language production. The aim of this study is twofold: First, it investigates the type of primes that activates idioms most in Korean L2 learners’ production, and second, the study further explores whether the way idioms are memorized and stored in their mental lexicon reflects the retrieval process of the idioms in production. Results suggest that idiom processing is affected by the types of primes. The first word of the target idiom was found to be the most efficient trigger. This implies that components of idioms contribute to the access to the whole conceptual/meaning representation. Semantically related L1 was the second most efficient prime found in the study, which suggests L1 lemma mediation in L2 idiom processing. Definition in L2, followed by definition in L1 was found to be an inefficient prime, which indicates the importance of context in idiom learning and teaching. There was a strong positive correlation between L1-mediated idiom learning and idiom processing facilitated by L1 primes. That is, if L1 is utilized as a cue to memorize idioms, the L1 information may be used as a prime in idiom production.

10. The effectiveness of the keyword method and the context method on L2 vocabulary learning

Keyword method (KWM) has received significant attention over the past few decades to explore the memory and retrieval of second language vocabulary. A great deal of research has yielded valuable insights into the KWM; however, a consensus has not been reached on its effectiveness on L2 vocabulary memory. This study explored the effectiveness of the keyword method in comparison with the context method. In addition, in order to answer the reason for inconsistent results in the seemingly similar studies in the past, the present study included four learning-test conditions (1. KWM - word definition recall 2. KWM - sentence completion in L2 3. context method - word definition recall 4. context method - sentence completion in L2). The results show that there was no statistically significant difference in the efficacy of the KWM and the context method in the immediate and the delayed recall. There was, however, a statistically significant difference among the different learning—test conditions, observed both in the immediate and delayed recall test. The recall was more effective in the conditions in which the relation between the learning method and the test type was consistent. The findings suggest implications for the design of future empirical research
