Academic writing

1. Don’t overuse the word "very."

2. The word "thing"

· One thing that needs to be said...

-> One point that needs to be made...

· Many things can be said against trade unions.

-> One can criticize trade unions for the fact that...
3. "And..."... "But..."

Avoid starting a sentence with "And' or "But." 

4. "-ing"

Avoid starting a sentence with an "-ing" form. 

5. No informal language

Useful expressions

 1. INTRODUCTION
· This essay will deal with the following aspects of the question... 

· The aim of this essay is ......  

· It is often claimed / said / asserted / stated…

· This assertion raises a fundamental question / issue…

· It must also be said that…

· It is often said that...

· It is undeniable that...

· It is a well-known fact that...

· For the great majority of people...

· A number of key issues arise from the statement. For one...

· One of the most striking features of this problem is...

· The public in general tend to believe that...

· It is generally agreed today that...

· In approaching this issue, one should...

· It would also be interesting to see...

· One should, nevertheless, consider the problem from another angle.

· We could perhaps go further and ask ourselves whether...

· In this article we restrict our focus primarily to… , with a particular emphasis on…

· …has received significant attention over recent years by researchers

· It comes, therefore, as somewhat of a surprise to learn that…

· Thus, the present study has the goal of

· To date no similar study has been carried out which …

· The question of interest is …

· Although much of this research has involved …., surprisingly few of these studies …

· This shortcoming is especially noteworthy because…


· The author aims at illustrating…
· While … have yielded extremely valuable insights into the …, such insights have tended towards …, rather than…
2. GIVING AN OVERVIEW OF THE ESSAY CONTENT
· In order to link.... with ...., the background to ... will be briefly outlined. 

· The first part of the analysis will examine.... 

· The second part of this analysis will consider... 

· The final level of the analysis consists of... 

· The first thing that needs to be discussed is...

· One argument in support of...

· An important aspect of the problem is...

· It is worth stating at this point that...

· On the other hand, we can observe that...

· The other side of the coin is, however, that...

· Another way of looking at this question is to...

3. MAKING A POINT
· It is clear/ noticeable that... 

· It is necessary/ important/ useful/ interesting/to note/point out/ highlight/ emphasise that 

· On balance, we can safely say that...

· On reflection, it seems more accurate to say that...

· To illustrate this,…

· As X said / wrote / claimed…

· In the words of X…

· This completely contradicts…

· It must be admitted that… 

 

4. EMPHASIS MARKERS  
· The most crucial point made so far is…
· It is worth noting that 

· Another relevant point is that 

· The key aspect of this argument is

 5. INTRODUCING A NEW IDEA
· Turning now to the question of 

· Bearing in mind the previous points, 

· With regard to 

· As far as ....... is concerned         
               

 6. HEDGING
· It could/might be said that ....  

· It is generally thought/considered ...... 

· Some/many people think/believe ...... 

· Experts...

· ... believe that

· ... suggest that

· ... are convinced that

· ... point out that

· ... emphasise that

· It is (very) clear from these observations that...

· It cannot be denied that...
 7. CITING RESEARCH
· It has been found that 

· Research has shown that 
9. STATING CONDITIONS
· Given that 

· Provided that 

· Granted that 

· If it is the case that… then, 
 10. GIVING EXAMPLES
· For example/instance 

· In this situation/case 

· To illustrate 
11. ADDING INFORMATION
· Again/ besides/ equally important/ in addition/ further/ furthermore/ moreover 

· It must also be noted/ remembered that 
12. DISCUSSION MARKERS
· On the one hand, on the other hand 

· Although it may be true that....however 

· Whilst it is generally agreed that 

· There exists a contradiction between ..... and 

· Those in favour of/ Supporters/Advocates of 

· Those opposed to/ Critics of 

· On the one hand there is the firm belief that... On the other hand, many people are convinced that...
13. RE-PHRASING
· In other words 

· To put it another way 

· That is to say 
 14. EVALUATIVE LANGUAGE.
· It presents a useful concept... 

· However, the study is limited in that... 
15. REPEATING
· To return to an earlier point

· As noted before/above 

· The last example highlights that fact that...

· We would even go so far as to say that...

16. SUMMING UP
· To sum up 

· Hence/therefore/accordingly/ consequently 

· The evidence suggests, therefore 

· In general what this means/ suggests/ indicates is 

· It is clear from the above that 
 17. CONCLUSION
· To conclude/In conclusion,  we are convinced that

· All of these facts lead me to the conclusion…

· Having outlined the main arguments…

· The arguments we have presented... suggest that.../ prove that.../ would indicate that...

· From these facts, one may conclude that...

· Which seems to confirm the idea that...

